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Sicha 1:

There are special times when G-d gives us powerful blessings. This is definitely true when entering the
S0th year. And the reciprocation must be based on the blessings that we receive, translating into day-to-
day action.

Sicha 2:

A special thank you to all the well-wishers, specifically the President of this country. The recent attempt
on his life signals the utmost necessity for proper school education. Particularly the need to spread the
recognition of G-d, who is an “eye that sees and ear that hears.”

Sicha 3:

True gratitude to G-d is expressed only by using the gift G-d gave to its fullest. Since G-d saved the
President and restored his health, he must use his influence for the sake of spreading justice and integrity
throughout the world. This must also be the approach of every human being, to utilize his G-d given
talents and abilities to their fullest.

Sicha 4:

This country’s influence in utilizing abilities of spreading justice and integrity is curtailed due to the fact
it relies on other countries for oil. We must learn from the “blessing on the sun” to utilize the sun as a
source of energy. We are discussing this topic because: 1. One good deed can tip the scale. 2. Although
only a small audience is present, it will eventually spread to the highest echelons.

Sicha §:

Promotion of all the mivtzoim, especially the timely Mivtza Pesach. Staying loyal to the clause of
constantly rising in holiness, we will announce a new mivtza.

Sicha 6:

True unity in Tzivos Hashem is only through Torah. Therefore, a special Torah for children under bar
mivtza will be written in Yerushalayim. Various specifics of the mivtza.

Sicha 7:

Taking lesson from the daily chumash which discusses the offerings forbidden to be sacrificed outside the
Beis Hamikdash, a Jew must use his entire enjoyment and energy only for G-d, they can only be offered on
the altar.



Givers, not only receivers
|6 Min

Torah teaches us that we all should thank
G-d for all he gives us, especially on a
special occasion, to the extent that we
begin with a brocha.

G-d wants us to not only be receivers,
rather to give as well, therefore He gives
us the power to praise Him for what He
gives us (which is the shira that each
creation sings), as if we’re giving and
adding something (not just to the
malochim but) to G-d!

Being thankful at special times
|5 min

Practically this means: there are constant
blessings from above in the form of
nature, but then there are special
occasions, e.g. yomtov and lifecycle events
when there are special praises instituted.

The beginning of the eightieth year of
one’s life, connected with special strength,
is definitely an occasion (which comes
together with the added capabilities) for
special thanks to G-d. And added strength
and blessing must translate into our
avodah, fulfilling G-d’s will, and that being
the inspiration for the good we do for a
fellow man to be in a lasting manner.

And so, on a birthday, especially one
marking a milestone, we receive the
strength not only to correct the past, but
to go forth ever stronger. And this all,
when performed joyfully, can be
accomplished in a manner surpassing all
limitations.

The advantage of the majority

|2 min

Working as part of the rabim will bring a
padah b’shalom, a peaceful redemption,
and through spreading yiddishkeit we will
immediately bring moshiach, especially
being in this opportune month of Nissan,
b’nissan asidin I’higoel.




Reciprocal Blessing

Benediction and Gratitude

Our Sages and Torah instruct us to begin with a blessing. Indeed, the Alter Rebbe begins
Ilgeret Hakodesh, with the words: “One should begin with a blessing.” This is because
everything is connected to and prescribed in Torah, which means “instruction;” it is a
Torah of Life, giving us direction in life, for every Jew to live by its teachings. Now, Torah
begins with the letter “beis.” The Midrash explains, it is because “Bracha — Blessing”
begins with a “beis.” We must therefore begin by expressing thanks to God, the “Source
of all blessings” for all the blessings which He bestows upon every Jew, the spiritual as
well as the physical. This is ever more significant when a special occasion occurs in one’s
life -—— a special situation and an additional blessing.

Now, no element of Torah solely “gives,” or solely “takes.” Rather, Torah is perfect,
containing both elements. So when a Jew, or any being, receives a blessing from God, it
contains both elements: First, the blessings “descend” from God, their Source, and
when the person thanks God, it is an “upward” movement, in Chasidic terminology.

In simple words: God desires that every creation, especially a Jew, who is tasked with
fulfilling the world’s purpose, should have everything he needs. Once God — being the
source of all blessing — fulfills his needs, He gives strength to the recipient to “sing
praises to God” for His blessings, for He did not want our blessings to be entirely
undeserved.

Indeed, the Midrash enumerates how each particular creature praises God, this a form
of blessing, gratitude and thankfulness for having created him, and for constantly giving
him life. And when the person praises God, he is “giving to God,” so-to-speak, and in
fact “enhancing” Him.

This is similar to the Talmud’s statement, “Everything is in the hands of Heaven except
the fear of Heaven,” meaning, God relies on our contributions and achievements with
regard to fear of Heaven. In the same vein, our Sages taught: “When the Jews fulfill
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God’s will, they increase vitality On High.” Moreover, the verse states: “Raise your hands
in holiness and bless God,” meaning, God gives us strength to bless Him, so-to-speak.

The Talmud recounts the “Faithful Shepherd” Moses’ statement: “Please, let God’s
strength be increased.” Through his supplication and prayer, he brought about an
increase in God’s strength. True, it wasn’t entirely Moses’ own doing; the Talmud
recounts that God instructed him to pray, but thereafter, he achieved it through his own
efforts.

This, then, is the Torah’s lesson: God constantly bestows upon us the blessing of
creation; renewing the act of creation daily from nothingness. However, He fixed this
process into a pattern of nature. This is why Jewish law states that “Reciting Hallel each
day is not a good custom;” for Hallel is only recited on unordinary occasions; special
days such as the festivals, starting with Passover.

So too in one’s personal life exist extraordinary occasions. For some, we recite the
Shehecheyanu blessing, while for others, we don’t. Nevertheless, being a special
occasion, it is appropriate to “begin with a blessing,” to thank God, the Source of all
blessings, “Who has granted us life, sustained us, and enabled us to reach this
occasion.” Especially today, upon entering the 80th year, “the age of strength.” Chasidic
teachings explain that “strength” in this context refers not to harshness and judgment,
Heaven forbid, rather, it connotes an overwhelming surge, blessings which pour forth
forcefully and plentifully, and are extensive, broad and deep. This further underscores
that today we must begin with a blessing.

And since we must increase our blessings, and God “only asks according to one’s
abilities,” He grants the strength to begin with plentiful blessings.

We touched upon this briefly above: When receiving a blessing from God, we cannot
suffice with merely being a recipient, rather, to be worthy of the blessing, we are
expected to increase our service of God.

Commensurate to the blessing bestowed by God, a Jew must increase his service of
God: The Mishnah states: “l was created to serve my Owner.” Or, the second version: “I|
was created only to serve my Owner.” These are the two components in serving God:
“Good for God” and “Good for His creations.” “Good for creations” refers to mitzvot
between man and his fellow; for a relationship will only endure and overcome all
obstacles, when it is founded upon the knowledge that the relationship itself is God’s
commandment, so the person fulfills it “with all his heart, all his soul, and all his might.”
In our case, on any birthday, and especially one which is a special milestone, one is
granted additional abilities to accomplish even more than he has until now.
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And certainly, if one’s service in the past was lacking, he can make up what was missed,
and in far greater measure. And since, as mentioned, “God only asks according to one’s
abilities,” He grants abundant abilities; an overwhelming surge of blessings.

This also enables the person to use these abilities to their fullest: In general, to serve
God, and specifically in the two modalities mentioned before: “Serving God” and
“serving the creations.” Additionally, like everything related to the service of God, we
must “Serve God with joy and gladness.” This must all be done joyfully, for “joy breaks
through boundaries,” providing the opportunity to go beyond all limitations.

Moreover, when we follow Torah’s instruction: “Do not separate yourself from the
community” — uniting with other Jews, and all Jews, even becoming one entity, then our
service takes on the strength of the community, and consequently, we becomes freed
from all distractions. This brings about the redemption’s arrival in a peaceful manner.

And although usually, victories are achieved through battle, God, in His kindness, allows
it to be achieved peacefully — “Because of the many who were with me;” because we
unite with the community and the entire Jewish people. And Jews uniting and
accomplishing together, spreading Torah and its mitzvot; Judaism and the wellsprings of
Chasidism to the outside becomes an appropriate preparation; “It is as though he
redeemed Me and My children from amongst the nations,” — until it occurs in reality,
and God and His children are, in fact, redeemed — immediately bringing the true and
complete Redemption through our righteous Moshiach.

And as the verse states: The Redemption will be “Just like the Exodus from Egypt,”
especially as we stand now in the month of Nissan — “In Nissan they were redeemed and
in Nissan they will be redeemed.” May it occur speedily in our days, through our
righteous Moshiach.



Appreciation to the well-wishers, especially the

president
|11 min

Opening with blessing alone is an act of being grateful. In
addition, there is the general gratitude to all those who
gave or had intention to give, their blessings. Specifically,
there is the gratitude to the President for his blessings.
Especially his current health situation; he is recovering
B”H but still has a long way to go.

There is a tremendous gratitude to him, since he is the
man through which G-d's will is fulfilled for the public in
his country.

Although he mentioned the general movement of Chabad
which was brought here through my father-in-law in his
well-wishes, still, it is connected with an individual, and
therefore I ought to thank him.

The President should be blessed with: 1. A complete
recovery. 2. He should utilize the power vested in him by
the majority which elected him for the good of the general
and specific populations. The fact that he was chosen for
such a post is itself a proof that he has the necessary
capabilities to succeed in his position. 3. He should have
the merit to fulfill the will of G-d in every detail, him being
only a messenger, while G-d is the true ruler. The
necessity is magnified being that this country is a
superpower, which openly announces “in G-d we trust”.
This will strengthen his spiritual well being which will in
turn strengthen his physical health.

A lesson in education from the assassination
attempt

|19 min

Everything is by divine providence, we must therefore
learn a lesson from all occurences to utilize in our actions.
The recent event, namely, the assassination attempt on
the president, begs the question: how could it happen
that someone should shoot at a fellow? This is
something that is against rational reason.

People tend to tie such occurrences to the
bitterness of poverty, which reveals such evil
character. [This attitude is against the directive of
Torah, which states, “be wary of the children of the
poor; for from them Torah will come forth.” This
means that children of paupers have a great
potential in regard to torah study. This principle is
true with worldly matters as well: when poor
children receive a proper education, this spurs
them to be more steadfast in all matters of kindness
and good than other children who are raised in a
more luxurious household.

In this situation, that was far from the case, the
attempt was made by someone who came from a
wealthy upbringing.

If so, what was the reason? We are forced to say that it
was caused by the education (or lack thereof) that he
received. His father never disciplined him, and he wasn’t
educated with the simple faith that G-d is the creator of
the world and pays attention to all its happenings.

His education was based on self interest, he doesn’t need
advice or to heed anyone, therefore he thinks that if he will
be a “smart boy”, he will utilize his capabilities to harm
himself and his fellow. Through this, he will publicize his
being. And since the education that he did recieve was all
about amassing knowledge, he will be able to channel this
knowledge to attain arms.

The education that he received from his parents and the
school was based on “a person is a wild animal”, and that's
the way it should remain.

The only fear that he knows is of punishment. But here is
stressed that a person is the only real owner of himself,
and therefore, if he will find a way, he will escape
punishment. Moreover, the real greatness is not to be
scared. The fact that there is “an eye that sees and an ear
that hears,”is something he’s only told superficially, not
from the heart.

He is told that he is to separate religion and state. No
funds are allocated to studies about G-d, although this is
the very basis of the country. The country was established
by those who fled from their hometowns in order to serve
G-d freely. The facts however were then twisted, and an
education was established cut off from religion. Even to
mention religion is forbidden. The children are taught
about the greatness of man and his abilities. About G-d,
however, they are not told; not even about His existence.

There is a rule: better take care of a disease before it
starts, therefore when we are told about such an extreme
dilemma, it is best to fix it at its root, before it goes out of
control.

A summary of the above to be brought into action

|9 min

In summary: After the occurence of such a terrible event
it must be decided that the knowledge of G-d and that he
sustains man should be included in school education,
stealing being therefore forbidden. With such an
upbringing, events like these are not due to happen
further.

The second idea: Based on what the president signed in
the past years, there should be one day that will be set
aside to think how one can increase in the betterment of
education. The goal being, how can we improve the
upbringing of the children, enabling them to act in the
world like fully civilized people. In addition, children
should every morning say a non-denominational prayer
that there is one G-d Who sees and hears all that happens.
If the school system intends to raise the child a normal
being, and they indeed implement the above suggestions,

then people will not even think about searching for arms,
being that they’ll knows that there is a G-d Who sees and
hears all.
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Give this Country a Prayer

A Personal Message to the President

Every aspect of a Jew’s life has a basis in Torah, and the same is true of expressing
gratitude a and beginning with a blessing.

One of the first mitzvot upon entering the Holy Land, was to bring the first of one’s fruits
to God. When offering the fruit, one states: “I declare today to God...” Rav Saadya Gaon
explains that “I declare” is an expression of gratitude. Likewise, a person is obligated to
express gratitude to his fellow man.

Therefore, to all those who offered their birthday wishes and blessings, and to those
who will yet send their blessings, may each and every one of you be blessed.

And, as the Talmud says, “Pray for the welfare of the State,” for the country in which, by
Divine Providence, we reside. It is led by its government, and an individual was elected
to lead it, who represents the entire United States.

And if we must express thanks to every person, how much more so must one
reciprocate the blessings extended by the President. Especially, considering his current
personal situation and medical condition.

Shockingly, an attempt was recently made on his life. This is incomprehensible; the very
opposite should be the case. But it did, nevertheless, take place, and by the mercies of
Heaven he is recovering, and his recovery will be not only speedy, but also complete.

Despite the fact that he has not yet fully recovered, he sent his good wishes, even
committing them to writing and with his signature. How much more, then, is it most
appropriate to reciprocate my gratitude and blessing.

He is a person “Upon whom the public relies.” “The hearts of kings and princes are in
the hands of God” — through him, God’s will is fulfilled for the good of the public,
including the Jewish citizens living in this country amongst all the other nationalities
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who live here. Therefore, he fully deserves, as emphasized in the Torah of Truth, the
Torah of Life, a special, great blessing.

His good wishes were intended for the entire movement that was brought here by my
father-in-law, the Rebbe, known as “Lubavitch,” or “Chabad.” Practically speaking,
however, the blessings were expressed to an individual. As such, it is incumbent upon
me to publicly express my wishes — and not merely because it is incumbent, a but it is
with a full heart, as they are my sincere wishes — for a speedy and complete recovery.

At the same time, | urge him to utilize the possibilities, the capabilities and the powers
which are given to a person who is selected by the public, especially in a country made
up of many nationalities who, together, elect him through a majority. The minority, as
well, accepts him as their President and representative, authorizing him to administer
on their behalf all of their country’s affairs, both foreign and domestic. May he utilize
these powers to their fullest, for the public and individual good.

Now, in Torah, although “the majority rules,” every individual’s own value is still
preserved. And since Torah demands that a true leader advocate both for the
community’s interest and for the individual — and Torah does not demand the
impossible — it is certain, therefore, even self-understood, that these two goals can be
attained without contradiction between public and individual interests, and even such
that the two complement each other.

This brings perfection both to the individual and the community, and ultimately it
affects the perfection of the entire world.

This knowledge, that God placed this responsibility upon him to serve and assist, proves
that it is surely within his power to do so; he need only actualize his potential. But in
order to actualize it, he must have no future distractions from medical problems.

In addition to his speedy and complete recovery, and to his respite from all other
distractions — may he merit to the will of the Creator and Director, Who conducts the
world in every particular detail — Who is called “King of kings,” Almighty God — and to
fulfill His will fully, with joy and happiness. When one resolves firmly to do so, God
assists him to achieve this even more completely than could have been envisioned.

This brings me to the second part of the thanks | wish to express to the President: First
and foremost, my wishes for a full recovery of his body. Then, also, may he use the
resources and the powers of the Presidency to spread goodness in all respects, in an
open and revealed way, for the benefit of both the community and the individual. This
must all be based upon the recognition that his role and authority are endowed by God
Almighty, and He grants the strength to succeed.
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To succeed such that everyone whom he leads must recognize that his work is
permeated with a faith in the One God, the God of Truth, Who conducts every detail in
this world, and certainly “the hearts of kings and princes,” and most certainly this
country, which plays a leading role in affairs of the entire world.

When his actions are based upon, and permeated with, simple faith, a complete faith in
the Creator and Director of the world, which is proclaimed openly: “In God We Trust” —
not mere faith, but a full confidence and trust in God — meaning that God is in full
control, and man is merely the agent who carries out His direction below — this faith will
surely fortify his spiritual health, and, as a consequence, his physical health as well.

This will also bring blessing to all his decisions and all his affairs, in general, especially
those affecting the entire country, making them doubly good, as on the third day of
Creation, — it is now Tuesday night — when God declared twice: “It is good,” “Good for
Heaven and good for mankind.” There are those who mistakenly think that these are
two separate ideals.

This is not the case, however. Rather, just as every moment of the first Tuesday of
Creation — literally, every single individual moment — was permeated with both the
“good of Heaven and mankind,” so too, a person’s every action for the good of his
fellow man must be permeated by a faith that it is “good for Heaven.” And when one
acts for the sake of Heaven, he does so not only on his own behalf, but also for all
mankind.

The Baal Shem Tov teaches that a person must learn a lesson from everything he
experiences.

All the more so with a major event a that has shaken the entire country — it surely holds
an important lesson; not just a theoretical, philosophical lesson, but a practical lesson,
for “Action is the main point.” When we reflect upon this shocking event, one must
begin with: How could such a thing occur in the first place? It seems to be entirely
senseless, to shoot the President... And it was an American citizen, as well.

This trauma cannot be without a tangible lesson or action, and our reflection must bring
about some kind of change, or some type of practical action.

As stated, our reflection must begin with: How is it possible, that a person should
commit such an act that is so incomprehensible, at odds with all reason and sensibility?
In the past it has been argued that poverty is the root of all crime; it embitters the
person, which, in turn, leads to feelings of revenge.
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This is incorrect for several reasons: First of all, it contradicts the Talmud’s teaching to
the contrary: “Be vigilant with the poor children, for they will achieve Torah scholarship”
— precisely because they are poor.

This carries over into the world in general: When the children of the poor receive a
proper education, the fact that they are financially disadvantaged, on a lower level of
the economic ladder relative to their peers, motivates them to strive and exert
themselves even more, to do even better in all matters of kindness and compassion,
outshining those who are not poor, those from a middle class or an affluent background.

For Jews, this is expressed first and foremost in the obligation to treat the children of
the poor with extra care, because “Torah comes forth from them,” more than from the
children of the rich.

The same principle applies to all nations of the world: When a person grows up in
poverty, under normal conditions his conduct will differ from those around him, it will
cause him to exert more of his energy — and enlist others to help him — not to descend
into immorality. But more so, he strives to stand above it and reach true heights to
prove that, notwithstanding the distractions of poverty, he overcame them, and
achieved greater, higher, and farther-reaching accomplishments than those of his
wealthy peers.

In fact, we see: The one who attempted the assassination did not grow up in poverty. To
the contrary, he was raised amidst affluence. In the words of the verse: “His father
never scolded him,” and apparently he was denied nothing. So lest it be argued that
poverty is the root of crime, this incident makes clear that the root-cause of bad
behavior cannot be traced to poverty, but something else.

Where can we find the cause? The present case points us toward education.

First of all, “his father never scolded him.” Secondly, he was not instilled with faith: A
simple faith in the existence of the Creator and Master of the universe, Who watches
every individual, which negates the notion that life is a free-for-all in which one need
only be smart enough — | won’t say wise, because it’s foolishness — to utilize one’s
opportunities in order to inflict harm upon someone else, and in the process, inflict
greater harm upon oneself than the other. This is because the other person is harmed
physically, while the perpetrator harms himself both physically and spiritually, in this
world and the World to Come.

When education is viewed only as an accumulation of knowledge, and as long as one
accumulates knowledge, he is “educated” — the perpetrator may have excelled in his
studies, or perhaps he didn’t excel, so he added to his array of knowledge the skill of
handling arms. He even mastered the subject.
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His accumulation of knowledge was not connected to a purpose — the ideal purpose
being, to bring true good to oneself and one’s surroundings; rather the goal is to prove
that “I am the only one that matters,” and therefore, “Why should | consider another
person, never mind obey someone else?” And he was raised according to the
philosophy of liberalism, that one may not interfere in a child’s life, he must be allowed
to act as he wishes. As to the verse, “Man is born a wild donkey,” the argument goes, “If
God created him that way, it’s no business of his father and mother to guide him.” They
allow him to ‘pasture’ and behave as he sees fit.

True, by law one is required to send their child to school, but the school is not
permeated with the notion that its role is to form or create the child’s character — that
he be a kind person; that he know that although he is accumulating knowledge in
school, his most important knowledge is how to do good around himself, and that this is
the truest good for himself, as well — this doesn’t even enter the curriculum.

And whatever is included is taught as fear of punishment: “If you are fool enough to be
caught, you will be punished.” This only compounds the attitude which he was already
taught, that he must fend for himself, and he can do as he chooses, so certainly he can
outsmart the system, and devise a scheme to escape punishment.

Indeed, how can he truly demonstrate his greatness? By causing pain or damage,
proving that he has no consideration for those around him.

The fact that there is “An Eye that sees and an Ear that hears,” is something he’s never
heard spoken in a sincere manner. If it was ever mentioned, it was superficial lip-service.

And certainly once he set foot in school, it was made clear to him that the school cannot
get involved in his character and conduct; he’s an independent person and the school
merely offers the opportunity to accumulate knowledge which he can later use to
whatever end he sees fit.

And if he might hear God’s Name mentioned, it is with the explanation that there must
be a separation between “education” and “faith” — not that both are necessary, only
taught at separate times, but rather they are “separated,” Heaven forfend, such that no
funding is given toward learning about belief in God; no time is allocated for prayer to
the Creator and Director of the Universe.

And this is all supported by the claim that it is fundamental to the ethos of this country —
when everybody knows the opposite to be true: This country came into existence as a
result of people who came here because they were disallowed from believing in the
Creator and Director of the Universe as they saw fit; they were forced to flee their
homeland, finding refuge here and establishing this country, a place where they could
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believe in, and serve, the Creator and Director of the Universe, and where each group
could worship God as they wished.

But now this has been twisted and contrived — and the education system established —
such that education is not only separate from religion, but with the emphasis that
religion is not allowed, God forbid, to be mentioned to children in school, because it
violates the very foundations of the country.

For hours on end, all the child hears about is the greatness of man, and his own abilities.
Certainly God’s greatness is never mentioned — but even His existence is never
mentioned. This leads to the aforementioned event; to this the unfortunate behavior.
To our great sorrow, they’re exploring all kinds of means to prevent such attacks in the
future.

But what are they focusing on? How to prevent the outcomes, the symptoms. We’re not
focusing on the underlying philosophy, the approach, which led to this outcome.

A person who is ill can be healed in one of two ways: One is to wait until he’s in grave
danger, and then begin to seek a remedy, or he can be sent to a hospital where he will
be confined due to his unstable condition, for he is unhinged.

Then there is the correct approach: To ensure from the start that “All the ilinesses that |
placed upon Egypt will not befall you.” The disease of crime is a reality, but the
recognition of the illness must lead to an outcome: that we change our approach to
education to prevent the disease in the first place — before it infects anyone, and
especially before it infects the children of the wealthy.

For the children of poor homes to be able to commit a crime, they must overcome many
obstacles until they can obtain the money and develop the audacity to go through with
it.

This is not the case with the children of affluent homes, however, many of whose
parents have abdicated their responsibility to raise children who believe in God, because
the parents themselves don’t have as much faith as they should... They still feel that
they must do something for their child, so they give him his every wish; and he is
constantly told, with a pat on the shoulder: “You’re a good boy! You’re healthy, you're
smart...” And the results we see in the news...

He has no shortage of money, so he bought weapons.

His warped education brought this. Warped, because it’s based on the belief that one’s
own strength and power bring prosperity. The child is taught to focus on bolstering his
or her own bodily strength through bodily exercise; then they’re taught how to
manipulate everything around them to serve their own desires.
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And his desires have remained as they were at birth — in the words of the verse, “A
person is born a wild donkey” — his desires were never domesticated.

Any discussion of ethics is, at best, based upon the fear of punishment, and is conducted
so as to undermine, either directly or indirectly, the realization that “An Eye sees and an
Ear hears” all his actions.

Had this been properly instilled, then just as when a security man is right near him,
watching him pull out his gun, even he would have been deterred from committing a
crime... But what if he is standing behind the security man? No one ever taught him to
think about God in Heaven, Who has “An Eye that sees and an Ear that hears” —... So he
utilizes the wealth, and the freedom granted by this country to do as he pleases, not to
serve God and be peaceful, not to serve the Creator, Whom all intelligent people agree
exists, for the simple reason that it was never mentioned. Any mention in this regard
was lip service, which immediately turned to discussions of the physical, and then of
materialism.

To summarize: The recent incident must, first of all, serve as a wake-up call to action:
True, a formal decision must be made, but if it needs to be reviewed by committees,
then be sent for a vote, then sent for a nationwide referendum... No one knows what
kind of tragedies might occur, God forbid, in between.

This is not introducing a “new” resolution; it is based upon the Bible whose values are
accepted by all nations, and certainly in this country.

When the education of our nation’s youth is predicated upon, “I am the Lord your God”
— there exists an entity that created everything around you and He is “your God,” He
gives you life in all places and at all times. Continuing on this foundation he is taught:
“Do not steal; do not murder...” since he has already internalized his faith in God, he will
certainly not steal nor kill.

And then we won’t need to heal this dangerous “illness” — it will have been prevented,
we won’t arrive at this situation of unhealthy children and students — certainly not this
life-threatening illness which threatens the lives of others, and endangers the life of the
perpetrator.

This is the other point, which is also emphasized by the President in his greetings: he
holds in especially high esteem the earnest and devoted efforts for education, with the
knowledge, as we often spoke and publicized, that the primary point of education is to
teach the individual to be an upright person, not to “live wild,” but to be a civilized
person who strives for a civilized world, and who takes society around him into
consideration.
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And in order to help raise an upstanding and civilized generation of people who won’t
harm themselves or others, comes the second ingredient: give the child a knowledge of
the world around him, enabling him to harness the world as a civilized person does, until
he maximizes his own unique potential based on his personality, his character traits, his
nationality, his family, and so on.

Indeed, this has been the fundamental issue that we have emphasized in recent years:
the vital need for proper education. And in recent years, the presidents have signed
proclamations declaring a specific day as “Education Day, USA” — a day dedicated to
practical reflection on the topic of true education, an education that will produce an
upright person.

Even though at first a the child won’t see it as “his own” straight path, it is only because
he is at the beginning of his education.

There will be no need to resort to instilling a fear of mortals, because he will be
educated from his earliest youth — from the very beginning, at home, and this will
continue at school, each school in its own way.

However, every one of them should start the day with a prayer that is uniform for all
students. This does not mean to introduce practices that lead to conflict and rifts
between people, but a simple, brief mention of the existence of “One God,” Who
possesses “An Eye that sees and an Ear that hears.” This means that God sees
everything that is happening in this school, everything that happens in the lives of this
boy or girl, and He provides the bread that they eat each and every day.

The child starts his day thanking God: “I offer thanks to You, living and eternal King, for
You have mercifully restored my soul within me; Your faithfulness is great!” — that is the
version which Jews in general and children in particular, recite in their homes, as soon as
they awaken and start their day.

Every school should adopt a similar brief prayer with these points.

Today the circumstances are such that the principal education of boys and girls is not, as
in times past, in the home, by the father and mother. Rather, as we see in the case of
the would-be assassin, today one cannot rely on the parents; the responsibility of a
child’s education rests entirely upon the school.

The school’s first and foremost responsibility is to transform each student from the
wildness of youth, and develop him into an upstanding human being, by focusing on his
own character, emphasizing it to the student.

And only afterwards do we explain that in order to be a productive person, you need to
study the various other subjects taught later in the day.
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A specific day is designated to reflect upon this, and with the emphasis that this does
not mean undertaking a new resolution — the “resolution” was already made when the
Bible, the Torah, was given and it was accepted fully, that “l am God, your Lord.” And He
commands, “Honor your father and mother.” And He commands, “Do not steal.” “Do
not murder.” And further: “Do not covet anything that belongs to your fellow,” because
it belongs to someone else, no matter how small it is; how much more so must one
respect another person’s health; how much more so his life.

Then it will never occur to him to seek weapons, even for self-protection, because he’s
living with the awareness and assurance of the “Eye that sees and Ear that hears.” And it
goes without saying that it will never occur to him to use a weapon to commit a crime.

This is the key: when every child, and all children, in this country, and all countries,
begin their school day on the foundation of a heartfelt and sincere reminder from their
teacher — who is himself a true role model in this regard — and its relevance is explained
practically, in the child’s actions: That there is a God Who sees and hears all the person’s
actions — then peace and tranquility will exist in this country, peace between man and
man, peace between city and city, and peace throughout this land, spreading to all the
other countries where its influence reaches; a true peace, because it is established upon
“He Who grants peace,” God, “Whose name is Peace.” It will be a lasting, pervasive
peace.

And this will bring the entire world, beginning from this country, to be worthy of
Moshiach and the era of Moshiach, when, “1 will elevate all the nations...to serve God as
one.” May it be speedily in our days, with the true and complete Redemption, through
our righteous Moshiach.

L’chaim.



Expressing gratitude to all
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Gratitude occurs when one receives a good
thing and must therefore be thankful,
expressing this verbally.

First and foremost, G-d, who through him
comes all the good from man, must be
thanked. The being which serves as G-d’s
messenger to bring the good must also be
thanked.

This logic applies to all creations of the world;
regardless of whether it has free choice or not,
we must be grateful to the messenger. Despite
the fact we praise “the creator of all beings”,
we must also praise the objects through which
good is expressed, like the blessing for the sun
and for the moon.

Being gratefal means lack of
satisfaction
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In being grateful to G-d for the creation of
everything, the strongest way to express this is
through using all G-d gave us to its fullest. G-d
didn’t create anything for naught; the fact that
it was created proves that it has a purpose, and
the best way we can be thankful to G-d for
supplying us with all this good, is by utilizing
it.

This is answer to all those who question the
directive: “in holiness one must constantly
ascend;” seemingly, if it is holy, why not just be
satisfied? The idea is that through constant
ascent, one expresses true gratitude. An
example for this is found in bikkurim. In
thanks to G-d for giving us the harvest, we
must take the best crop and bring it to the
Beis Hamikdash.

This teaches that we must constantly grow.
When G-d gives another year of life, it is up to
the person to grow and utilize it to its fullest.

America’s expression of gratituade
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For a superpower wielding tremendous
influence on countries worldwide, focusing
on self-interest alone would be the opposite of
gratitude. The fact that G-d gave this country
such power must be utilized to the fullest.

It is the greatest merit for this country to use
its power to attain worldwide peace. Although
strength may be necessary at times, if it’s for
positive reasons only good will come from that.

Maximum utilization
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'This is the lesson for every single person in his
own personal life. If G-d granted one wealth in
a certain aspect, it must be used to its fullest
capacity. Material wealth must be used to
effect the many. Emotional wealth must be
used for education. Wealth in knowledge must
also be used to the fullest extent. Through
using all of one’s talents to the fullest, he will
rise even higher. A person begin by thinking
about this, then bring it to speech and finally,
into action.




To Be American

A Privilege and Responsibility

When it comes to showing gratitude, another fundamental point must be added.

The concept of gratitude exists when a person has received something good and
recognizes it fully; it so permeates his being that he’s moved to express it verbally — at
length, and in great detail, commensurate to the goodness he has received.

Of course, first of all, a one must thank the Source of Blessings, God Himself.

But any kindness, even one that comes from a human being — for a human-being, after
all, has free choice — should also be recognized.

As the Sages said: “The wine is the owner’s, but one tips the waiter.” Even one who has
no free choice deserves credit, although he is merely “Like an axe in the hands of a
woodchopper,” still, one must take care of the axe, maintaining it in good condition, for
it served as a good emissary.

How much more so when it comes to a human being, it is important that he actually
hear the expression of thanks.

(This sheds light on another issue: A human-being deserves thanks because he has free
choice, while the stars and galaxies do not deserve thanks, because they do not have
free choice, as the Tzemach Tzedek explains.

Why then is there the Blessing of the Sun and the Blessing of the New Moon? In the
Blessing of the Sun we bless “God, Who created the world” — not, Heaven forbid, the
sun or moon themselves.

But we do mention praises of the sun itself, as we recite in Psalms: “The Heavens
recount the glory of the Almighty...” “The sun is like a groom emerging from his bridal
canopy...” And it is emphasized that we recite our blessing because of the sun’s cycle.
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Likewise, and more so, regarding the Blessing of the New Moon, which requires greater
blessing, we bless its renewal and pray that it be restored to its original brilliance at
creation, when it was equal to the sun.

So too with respect to the favor one receives from a human-being.)

A fundamental principle in gratitude, in addition to the verbal expression of thanks, or,
even better, an expression of thanks through action, if one reciprocates a good deed
with another, and if possible, in double measure... There is another fundamental point
which is also based on a point of Jewish law.

As discussed many times, everything, even mundane things such as business and the
like, are based upon, and we should look for their parallel in, Torah.

And then one discovers that it is no mere parallel, but Torah is the spiritual origin of its
earthly counterpart.

Torah states: “God created nothing in His world without purpose.” How is this reflected
in man’s responsibility to God? It’s not enough to serve God; rather, you must serve Him
to the best of your abilities.

This manifests itself even in practical Jewish law: “A wealthy man who brings a poor
man’s sacrifice has not fulfilled his duty.” If God blessed you with wealth, you must offer
a sacrifice that befits your personal standing.

Even the sacrifice of a moderately poor person, not of a destitute person, does not
fulfilled your obligation, for God has blessed you with wealth.

It follows, then, that when God grants one wealth in any area — whether wealth of
actual gold and silver, or wealth of intellect, or a wealth of emotional sensitivity — then
it’s insufficient to simply give of your wealth; it’s insufficient to utilize your mind — not to
do harm, God forbid, but even to do good on a regular level; it’s insufficient to merely
have fine character traits and not cause pain to others, just like anyone else.

Rather, you must perform “as is expected of you.” And even if you attain “wealth” in the
above areas, you must know that even when you offer a “sacrifice,” from your own “fat
and blood,” and even if it is with self-sacrifice — fat signifying one’s pleasure, and blood
signifying vitality, “For the soul is in the blood” — nevertheless, if you offer it as a pauper
would when God granted you the ability to do so as a rich person, then you have not
fulfilled your obligation, even when the sacrifice was offered with the proper intent.

And this is the reply to those who ask: We are commanded to “constantly grow in
holiness.” We are also told that “All Jews are assumed righteous,” and this principle
surely applies to the majority of Jewish people, and we are told: “Torah speaks about
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the majority.” We are told: “Constantly rise ever-higher in holiness.” And we emphasize
that even though we have already reached “holiness,” we should not remain in one
place; rather, we must “rise up” and progress ever higher.

But one asks: “Why is this so necessary?” After all, Torah tells me that my current
behavior is holy, and | will continue in this path, with God’s help; | will not regress.

Yet we are instructed that holding steady is insufficient — we must also “rise up.” The
answer: a Gratitude must be commensurate with the object of gratitude.

We learn this lesson from the First Fruit Offering.
For every thing that we enjoy of this world, we must bless God.

If one neglects to do so — “One who enjoys a worldly pleasure without blessing, it is as
though he stole from his father and mother.” Whereas once one recites a blessing, he
may benefit.

However, this only applies to regular fruit, outside the Land of Israel, and not in Temple
times.

However, by Jewish law, when God grants wealth, a portion in “The Land which God’s
eyes are upon from the beginning of the year until the end,” and of this Land, God gives
a choice field and vineyard, which produce the seven species for which the Land of Israel
is praised. — All produce from the Land has a special quality, but this quality is even more
pronounced in Israel’s seven species, and especially in the case of the five grains. —

When one sees that God gave him his first fruits, he cannot suffice with reciting a
blessing before enjoying them, rather, he must travel to the Holy City of Jerusalem,
which God chose, and there, he must travel to “the House that God chose,” where he
must find the Kohen serving before God, and he must declare before him, and in a loud
voice, the praises of God in the blessings recited upon the first fruits — which would be
recited on Passover of this year, following the Sabbatical, when the tithes are
distributed.

This too teaches us the importance to “grow in matters of holiness.” When God gives a
person another year of life, and more decades of life, until the ultimate — years, it is a
wealth that endows him with the privilege to offer the sacrifice of a “wealthy” man
compared with the “pauper’s sacrifice” that he offered beforehand.

This is true concerning an individual, how much more so for a community, and all the
more so with regard to an entire country.

The United States is a large country, and is one which is called a superpower.
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There are some here who declare, “We have saved ourselves,” advocating that this
country isolate itself and view what happens in the outside world with apathy, “It’s
someone else’s problem.” Or those who are believers will dismiss it as “God’s
problem”... Regardless, to give of our money and muscle in order to repair the world,
that is not our concern.

But God has granted the United States the ability to influence the entire world.
— Granted, not all at once, but gradually.
But various responses and excuses are given to this.

The first is, “Gird yourself first.” Once he corrects all the problems in his own
environment, then he’ll handle the issues in his city and country.

Then he’ll start to consider how to correct problems in other countries, unless there is a
foreign threat forcing us to be involved.

But this approach exhibits a lack of gratitude.

When God grants power and abilities, and one fails to utilize them as he should, it is the
opposite of God’s will, for “God did not create even one detail in His world in vain.”
When God grants power, and one doesn’t use it to bring positive benefit to the world as
God — the Ultimate Good, Who naturally desires to do good — desires, then he upsets
the balance of creation, where not one thing was created without purpose.

On the contrary, God created it in a way that it demonstrates His might, as we recite:
“You, God, are forever mighty,” and “You are Master over all your creations.” God’s
might can be seen within the world, such that His presence can be felt so tangibly that
one can point at it with his finger.

We can relate to God directly, with simple faith in Him, as though we can see Him with
our eyes of flesh.

So this nation has the privilege and the responsibility to do its utmost, using its
resources to promote true peace in the world, and true peace in the world must be
based on faith in God, Whose name is “Peace.” Although temporarily, in order to reach
peace, one may need to speak harshly, still, there’s no doubt that if the strong words
are intended for the sake of true goodness and peace, there will be no unjust or
undesirable outcome from it.

This approach is consistent with the teachings of our Torah, the Torah of Life, which
provides instruction in life; moreover, it is also a Torah of Truth, which reveals the Truth
of God as it is found within the world.



Farbrengen with the Rebbe

This is the truth related to “repairing the world,” to prepare the entire world “To serve
God together of one accord.” This is true of the country as a whole.

And, as discussed earlier, it is also true of each individual, in particular for Jews, who are
“a wise and understanding nation,” and for whom Torah is “our life, and the length of
our days” — for every single Jew.

God’s blessing of “wealth” must be utilized in all its forms: wealth in the simple sense,
financial prosperity; or wealth of influence upon one’s environment, one’s community,
and country; or wealth of emotional sensitivity — which is particularly relevant in the
education of boys and girls, for emotional sensitivity is more relevant to pedagogy than
intellectual excellence.

Such sensitivity must also be applied firmly and without compromise; even when the
student pleads for that which appears proper in his or her eyes if, in reality, it is contrary
to his benefit, then one must exhibit strictness, emanating from a true and deep love in
the heart of the father, mother or teacher toward their sons, daughters and students.

Likewise, and much more so, those who possess intellectual wealth must use it to the
maximum.

Even one who has reviewed his studies one hundred times, which Tanya states was the
common practice in the Talmudic era, still, since he achieved the standard for Torah
scholars at the time, he must know that he has not truly “served” God.

He must increase, and review his studies 101 times.

This does not mean that one should study only once more than his habit; rather, since
God granted you wealth in wisdom and in longevity, you must study it many times
more.

This concept is expressed in the number, which also represents a different category — no
longer in the realm of habit, but moving into an entirely new, singular level,
transcending habit altogether.

Chasidic teaching calls it: “Above measure and limitation.” This, then, is the practical
lesson: Indeed, to “constantly rise in matters of holiness” is a concept in Jewish law, but
the ultimate fulfillment of law is through “bringing it into action,” applying the principle
in daily life.

Yes, first it should be expressed in your thoughts.

Then it must become manifest in speech, so that everyone will hear and learn from your
example.
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But then — and this is the main thing — it must become manifest in action, in one’s
behavior, both toward God and one’s fellow man.

These two behaviors unite today, Tuesday, when God declared twice that the world is
“good,” and this continues into Wednesday, when God “hung the Heavenly spheres.”
And this applies especially in this year, when we were privileged “to witness the sun in
its strength,” which inspired every Jew to bless, and thereby draw down, the revelation
of the Almighty, “Who performs the handiwork of creation,” and every man and woman
responded “Amen” to the blessing.

The Talmud states at the end of Tractate Nazir: “One who responds ‘Amen’ is greater
than the one who recites the blessing,” for this completes the deed.

In this way, we prepare the entire world, beginning with preparing “The small world” —
man himself, for “the kingship of God” in a manner of freedom.

And then, “One redemption is close to the next redemption” — the redemption and
freedom of the individual will be followed by the redemption and freedom of the
community.

“The time of our freedom,” Passover, is upon us.

May we celebrate it in the Third Holy Temple, where “We will eat from the sacrifices,
from the Paschal lambs...

at the wall of the Altar, in a manner pleasing to God.” May it be speedily in our days,
with the coming of our righteous Moshiach.

L’chaim.
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Nothing created in vain
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The above (that G-d didn’t create anything
for naught,) applies in every sense of the
matter. G-d purposely created this world
lacking, so that man would come and use
his abilities to repair the world. This can
only come about if man uses his full
potential and resources that G-d gifted
him.

The responsibility and problem (10 min)

The responsibility of the United States as
a superpower is to fully utilize its
capabilities to bring global peace.
Inasmuch that this country relies on
other, smaller countries, for natural
resources, their effect and influence on a
global scale is curtailed. This in turn
harms this country’s own physical
wellbeing. If the U.S. would have
developed its own oil and coal, which it
definitely has, then none of these issues
would have arisen. Due to numerous
reasons, however, even if they now begin
the development of oil, there will be heavy
opposition, and it will take a long time to
develop these resources.

The solution
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The blessing of the sun reminds us about
the power of the sun, especially in the
south of this country. We must harness
the rays of the sun to transport it as
energy for the whole country. This can be
achieved quickly, ignoring any obstacles.

What is the connection to us?
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G-d has commanded us to “Seek the
welfare of the city,” and speaking about
this topic will also ease the situation for
the Jews who are found behind the iron
curtain. The question still arises,
however, how discussing the solution here
will affect the overall situation?

There are two answers: 1. One has to see
himself equal and the whole world equal,
every good deed possibly tipping the world
to the scale of good. 2. Words spoken here
will eventually reach the highest echelons.




America’s Mandate

Energy Independence

Earlier, we discussed the Talmud’s statement: “God did not create anything in vain,”
rather, God created the world intentionally unfinished so that man should perfect it, as
Rashi explains in detail.

God intentionally created the world incomplete, and the Jew and the human being must
complete God’s creation.

This was God’s intent in the first place — “He created nothing in vain,” and when man
reveals the potential in creation, he fulfills the verse, “And you shall choose life,”
becoming God’s partner in creation by bringing the potential into reality.

This begins at birth, when man, who is born uncircumcised, then becomes circumcised,
as explained in the well-known discussion in the Midrash.

The Midrash brings the example a of the toil involved in preparing food: “It is @ man’s
nature to conquer,” but “he brings home wheat, and can do nothing with it.” For this
reason his helpmate, his wife, and his household assist him, preparing the food for
human consumption.

Then, when one recites the blessings before and after eating the food it is likened to an
offering, as our Sages teach: “One’s table is like an altar,” eliciting Divine forgiveness.

On a spiritual level, when one recites a blessing before and after eating, the food is
transformed into “sustenance” for God, so to speak, as explained at length in numerous
places.

We see that the world is shaking and relationships between nations are not improving —
to the contrary, they’re deteriorating, in the words of the prophet: “Evil will come from
the north.” We see quite clearly how this is occurring now.

God, however, bestowed one country with the strength to curtail this.
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But to merely stem the further spread of evil is not enough.
We noted that a rich man cannot suffice with a poor man’s sacrifice.

The US cannot suffice by preventing the growth of the USSR’s influence; rather, it must
also restrain its agitation in other countries.

This will result in justice and morality for the people in the USSR itself, the freedom, too,
for all people to practice their own religion, and for Jews, in particular, the freedom to
practice Judaism the way a Jew should.

Torah is the life of a Jew: “For it is our life and the length of our days.” In order to do so,
this country must develop its potential.

The United States, in particular, has been given the ability by God to prevent the spread
of communism and atheism, which prevent true peace in the world.

Indeed, the United States must use its influence to allow every person, and Jews in
particular, the ability to serve God in spiritual and physical tranquility.

This can be achieved when the US uses all its resources and strengths to their true,
fullest potential.

We cannot take an isolationist stance, saying: “I'll worry about myself...” In order to
achieve this, this nation must make full use of its resources.

In general, this is a country “which lacks nothing” — not as much as the Holy Land, to
which the verse actually refers.

However, when the majority of the Jewish People live in any one country, then, just as
when the Jewish people were in Egypt — and this has been repeated thereafter,
throughout history — that country became the world’s Superpower, the world’s
dominant empire, so too with the United States.

However, it must utilize its resources.

When one nation must rely on another country, or other countries, and especially for
something of critical importance, its power and influence are compromised.

This is especially relevant now, having recently recited the Blessing of the Sun.

One can clearly see, especially in recent years — as we have mentioned on numerous
occasions, when the darkness of exile deteriorates, God sends an extra-clear message.

Whereas in earlier, wiser times, people needed only to catch a glimpse of a problem,
nowadays, people only take note after they see the repercussions and only if it is spelled
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out with extra emphasis... We see clearly: When this country depends on others for oil
and other resources, then it is forced to follow their agenda in ways which distort
justice, morality, and goodness.

It even impacts America’s position on the Holy Land, the Eternal Inheritance given to the
Eternal People, through an Eternal Covenant.

This, in turn, harms the United States’ own physical and material well being.

It cannot be that this situation is irreparable: God established the world in such a way
that from the year 5,600, as the Zohar predicted, an abundance of Godly wisdom came
into the world, which led to an abundance of secular wisdom as well.

This brought various discoveries and inventions which depend on a specific natural
resource to power them.

And this physical resource, oil, seems to be found only in other countries.

So two points: Since this country has the responsibility to bring true peace to the world,
and of supporting justice and morality, including the truth that the Eternal Inheritance
belongs to the Eternal Nation, through the Eternal Covenant of the Eternal God, then
surely this situation is only due to a lack of proper human effort, for God would not
allow a nation with a great calling to be controlled and manipulated by a lowly nation,
merely because it has this resource.

It is abundantly clear, that if this country were to develop these same resources — which
it does in fact have in abundance beneath its own soil — it would have long been freed
from reliance on other countries.

This is well-known, it’s been publicized and great commotions have been raised about it.

If we would only develop our abilities to mine our own oil, coal, and so forth, we would
have long ago been freed from relying on other countries.

Indeed, we have these resources in such abundance that we can export to other
countries, just as we are a supplier of other resources, not a recipient.

This is not, God forbid, because we believe in “Our own might and strength,” in order to
bring false honor, glory or power.

Rather, God placed these resources in this nation’s soil; He gave them in order to enable
the US to spread the mitzvot in Torah: the Seven Noahide Laws and all their details
throughout the entire world.

The question now is: The past is behind us.
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What can be done now? Until this country will develop its own resources, and most
importantly, until it finds the way to counteract the domestic opposition, who, for
various reasons, oppose the development of our own domestic resources, whether it be
oil, coal, or other underground resources — and the reason for this opposition is well-
known... Even after defeating the arguments, or ignoring them, it will still take a long
time to develop these resources to the point that we eliminate the subservience, the
need to request these resources from other nations.

The Blessing of the Sun reminds us a that there is an open and clear solution.

We've already begun to harness atomic energy, but this path entails various risks that
need not be elaborated here... There are also other obstacles, beginning with those
erected by individuals who benefit from not allowing this country to be self-sufficient,
and especially to have the vital capacity to power its own factories and plants.

The Blessing of the Sun reminds us: Many countries, the US included, have already
begun — albeit in a very small way, on a small scale — to harness solar energy, the heat
and warmth of the sun, to use it as a source to generate energy, to power factories, and
so forth.

The southern regions of this country receive abundant sunlight, intense heat from the
sun.

It is quite easy to harness the energy from the heat of the sun’s rays and transport it for
use throughout the country.

This requires far less time relative to the time required to develop the other energy
sources for heat, warmth, and so on.

And this can be achieved when it is based on God’s help, upon faith in God, ignoring any
obstacles which will come from people who may have personal gain from opposing it.

And then, in a relatively short time this country will become freed of its subservience to
small nations who have oil in their lands — small countries whose production
capabilities, parenthetically, were developed by Americans in the first place.

And it was Americans who helped them develop the ability to pump oil to supply the
entire world.

One might ask: When Jews get together in a house of prayer ( — a synagogue where
many people pray; and in a study hall — a place where many people study Torah, not to
mention the many more hearing and watching this talk live — who may be distant
physically, but are nearby spiritually, for that is the true reality of a Jew: “Their soul is
primary and their body secondary,” and he brings this reality to his place in the world.)
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speak words of Torah, words of inspiration and the Fear of Heaven, or at least related to
a Jew’s service of God through fulfilling the commandments.

Why talk about other nations and their obligations in the Seven Noahide Laws and all
their details? Granted, God commanded these laws at Sinai as well, starting with the
Exodus, as the Torah states: “When you take the people out of Egypt you will worship
God upon this mountain,” That is when the universal duty began, which Moses received
from God and transmitted to the Jewish people, that every human being must maintain
a civilized society through fulfilling the Seven Noahide Laws and all their derivatives.

Here we are discussing a topic that doesn’t pertain specifically to Jews, only as citizens
of this country.

Nevertheless, Torah exhorts a Jew: “Seek the welfare of the city” in which you find
yourself.

Most importantly, this issue concerns Jews behind the Iron Curtain, that they should be
able to study Torah under better conditions than they were able to until now, and that
they should be free to fulfill mitzvot under better conditions than they were until now.

It also affects the welfare of the Jews in this country.
Therefore, those opposing this project should not be heeded.

In fact, these efforts are funded by the very monies paid to import oil from other
countries, at least a significant portion of it.

As to the question: “What can be accomplished by a small group of Jews who don’t
make energy policy getting together and discussing this issue amongst themselves?”
First of all, Maimonides states that the Torah of Truth rules that when a Jew asserts
even a single statement based on Torah, “he is obligated to view himself and the entire
world as equally balanced,” and his one statement can tip the entire scale, “for himself
and the entire world to the side of merit, and bring salvation.” In addition, experience
has shown that words initially spoken in private, and later publicly, through effort,
eached a wider audience and were eventually heard in Washington.

So we should not be discouraged, for we’ve already seen that this has an influence, and
with God’s help, a greater influence than can be foreseen.

As said before, this is for the good of this country itself.

We’re not advocating a favor for anyone else or for one segment of the population...
The entire country will benefit from freeing itself of its subservience to those countries
which have this resource.
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The subservience is entirely unjustified.

It is plainly ungrateful... We don’t recognize and thank God for bestowing this country
with plentiful sources of energy, beginning with solar power.

We recently recited in the Blessing of the Sun: “Nothing is shielded from its heat” —
there is not a single corner of the earth that is hidden from the sun’s warmth.

But there are various degrees: some locations can generate enough energy to provide
not only for themselves, but also for their neighboring regions; and some can supply the
entire country.

When this potential is fully harnessed it can even generate a surplus, allowing the US to
export the energy to other nations as well.

And once America is freed from this subservience, it can proceed with stronger
influence — and there won’t even be a need for force: The mere knowledge of our
independence will nullify the pressure, because they will have nothing with which to
threaten once they will see that no heed was paid to those who wished to prevent such
independence.

And this should be done as a fulfillment of God’s command to fully utilize the resources
He provides, especially the resources He has given this Nation of Kindness, for it to use
for the individual good and for the common good, for the good of this entire nation and
the entire world, to promote true goodness which is “Good for God and good for the
creations.” There’s no doubt that this will ultimately be achieved — at first, step-by-step,
slowly.

And may the first step occur swiftly, as quickly as possible.

And before long, may this country be entirely independent, first, by utilizing solar energy
in the southern regions of the country, and transporting it throughout the country and
then, by developing the other resources, and all other obstacles will fall away.

Just beginning this will cause fear in those who oppose goodness and justice, and those
who are opposed to the notion of all people living free, and of Jews living free — which,
for Jews, means to live in accordance with Judaism, “For in the nation’s peace, you will
have peace,” even in these last days of exile.

“For all the children of Israel there will be light in their dwellings.” We stand proudly
even in these last days of exile so that immediately when the Redemption arrives we
will already be standing proudly, as Rashi explains: “With strength.” And as soon as
Moshiach arrives, we will go “With our young and our old, with our sons and our
daughters,” “Their gold and silver with them.” We will go with Moshiach to the true and
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ultimate Redemption to “The Land which God’s eyes are always upon, from beginning of
the year through the end” —unchanging, God’s eyes are always upon it.

And we will go as a complete nation because we bring along the complete Torah to the
complete Land of Israel.

May we bring the true and complete Redemption speedily in our days.

L’chaim.



Maam ar
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Individual Exodus

Maamar Bchol Dor

“In every single generation,” and as the Alter Rebbe adds, “and every single day,” “a
person is obligated to view himself as though he experienced the Exodus from Egypt.”
The question arises: Why is this so vital for every generation? Especially, as the Previous
Rebbe adds, “generation” can also be interpreted as “level.” Any person, on whichever
spiritual level he may be, must view himself as if he experienced the Exodus today.

Why is this so important? Especially as we know, “We mention the Exodus from Egypt
twice every day,” both at day and night.

One remembrance each day doesn’t suffice; it must be twice every day.

Additionally: “Remember it all the days of your life.” One interpretation of this verse is:
The recognition of the Exodus from Egypt must be so powerful that it has a lasting
impact on your life.

This is similar to the mitzvah of Hakhel; The experience of Hakhel, the verse says,
remains with a Jew “All the days of his life.” Similarly, this entire year is called a Hakhel
year, because one time, at the outset of the year, all men, women and children fulfilled
the mitzvah of Hakhel.

Rashi explains this point regarding the Yovel-Jubilee.

Why is an entire year called the Yovel? Because once, on Yom Kippur of that year, a
shofar is blown, and the shofar is called Yovel.

This all points to the same concept: The shofar blowing during Yovel and Torah reading
of Hakhel, transform the entire following year, and even impact “all the days of your
life.” Now, if one experience impacts the entire year, why must we mention the Exodus
once again the next day? To add to the question: A person can only leave Egypt if he is

in Egypt.
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Yet in our case, we evoke the memory of the Exodus in the morning, and we must also
see ourselves as though we just experienced the Redemption, but then, that very
evening, we are told to remember and relive the Exodus all over again right now.

Obviously, although we experience the Exodus that very morning, we nonetheless
remain in bondage in Egypt, and need to be redeemed once again! Our Sages say,
“Torah does not depart from its literal meaning.” If we want to understand this
commandment and derive an eternal message, one that is relevant in every generation,
relevant on each day of each generation, and relevant for every person of any spiritual
standing — and because humans constantly change, no two hours are the same,
especially as the formation of God’s name changes every hour, and the world changes in
tandem.

So with every change, we must experience the Exodus once again — this lesson must be
derived from the original Exodus.

The story of the Exodus begins when the Jews arrive in Egypt: Jacob, his sons and their
families departed from the Holy Land and settled in Egypt.

Only at a later point did the Egyptians enslave them, and that was followed by the
Exodus.

Similarly, as the story transpired, the hard labor was not imposed immediately.

It occurred in phases: First the Egyptians induced them to volunteer, and only later were
they forced into slave labor.

In a generational context as well: At first, the Egyptians remembered Joseph’s legacy.

And certainly earlier, during the lifetime of Joseph and his brothers, — although they
dwelled in Egypt instead of their homeland, which itself was an exile — nevertheless,
their state after Joseph and his brothers died was far worse, and even worse, once
Joseph “had been forgotten.” However, even then, the Egyptians first lured them
deceitfully, as related in the Midrash at length and, only afterwards, actually enslaved
them.

The Exodus also occurred in phases: In the days preceding the redemption, “In all the
dwellings of the Israelites there was illumination.” Clearly, the Jews already had the
upper hand, and then, when the moment of redemption arrived, as Rashi cites the
Midrash, “God didn’t delay them even for a moment,” and they were redeemed in the
true and complete redemption — and had we been meritorious, that would have been
the final redemption as well.

The entire story of the Exodus corresponds to the soul’s journey into the body.
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Tanya explains that it is an exile for the soul, coming “from a high perch to a low pit.” It
was in “the land of his forefathers,” before its Father in Heaven, “The God of Israel
before whom | stood,” without the body, in a state of spiritual perfection, as explained
in Likkutei Torah, and from that sublime state, it made numerous descents, into “a lowly
pit,” the human body, as it is located in this lowest of all worlds.

True, our bodies are sacred, and Torah and mitzvot were given specifically to souls in
bodies — for “Torah is not in heaven” — however, its holiness must be first revealed; it is
concealed, for the body is in the lowest possible place, in the lowest of all worlds.

The verse says, “You formed me at the beginning and end”: Our bodies have a sublime
spiritual source, but in their physical form, everything else is more lofty; they are “the
end,” and it is our life’s work to reveal this hidden spirituality.

Now, the soul’s descent also comes slowly, in phases: At first, in the mother’s womb,
our Sages say, “It studies the entire Torah, a candle is lit on his head,” on a lofty spiritual
level, and then, following the birth, it undergoes circumcision on its eighth day, and then
the soul fully enters the physical body, as the Alter Rebbe states in the Code of Jewish
Law.

A baby girl receives her soul immediately; the Talmud says: “She is as though already
circumcised.” Then, the soul develops with the individual: From a state of immaturity, it
develops into state of spiritual maturity, and reaches its ultimate maturity at twenty
years of age as explained in Likkutei Torah.

The body’s animalistic inclination works in phases, as well: At first, a person is gently
wooed by his Animal Soul. It doesn’t seek to enslave him at first; the temptations begin
in stages: “Today he says ‘Do this,” and tomorrow he says ‘do that,’”” a more severe
transgression, and finally, he urges to serve other gods, the ultimate spiritual bondage.

This is the life-story of every human being.
The soul descends “From a high perch to a low pit,” and in the “pit” we wage a war.

The Zohar says, “Bread is achieved through warfare.” Bread, meaning our spiritual
sustenance is gained by waging war against our material inclinations — this battle is
called iskafya, until we reach a complete victory, possibly even a peaceful victory which
is called is’hapcha, a transformation, and even “is’hapcha of is’"hapcha,” as the Mitteler
Rebbe explains at the end of Shaarei Teshuvah.

Through waging this war, a person raises himself from his limitations, from the “pit.” But
the work doesn’t end there: There is still a long journey and an arduous path to return
to one’s original “high perch.” In fact, even that won’t suffice; the descent into this
world was for the sake of ascent, beyond his original source.
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Higher than when the soul stood before God, before it descended into this world.

The soul must rise to “the God, Who gave it,” to the level where “The soul You gave me
is pure,” beyond its initial state in the world of briah, hewn from under the “Heavenly
Throne.” Now, when a soul progresses from one level to the next, it assumes new
boundaries in its new level.

To illustrate: When a person climbs out of a deep pit onto the surface of the ground, he
may have shed the limitations of the pit, but he is still confined to his new physical
space.

For example, when Joseph was in Egypt, at one point he was imprisoned in a pit. Then,
he was freed from his imprisonment, and actually rushed from the pit to meet Pharaoh,
but even then, he was still confined to Egypt’s borders under Pharaoh’s rule, and
although he was second to the king, he was still a subject of Pharaoh.

Likewise, there were stages in the freedom of the Exodus: On Rosh Hashanah, the slave
labor ceased. Then, on Rosh Chodesh Nissan, God said, “This month will be for you the
head of the months,” because it was set to be the “Month of Redemption.” This is the
reason that God commanded us to begin counting months from Nissan.

Within Nissan there were stages, as well: First, there was the stage of Rosh Chodesh;
then, on the tenth day there was an additional stage of freedom when God commanded
the Jews to take Egypt’s deity, sheep, and the entire Egypt watched as Jews tied them to
their bed posts, with everything that entailed.

Noon the fourteenth day was another phase, and then its evening — these were all levels
of their freedom leading up to their Exodus “with an upright hand,” at the height of day,
on the fifteenth of Nissan.

They progressed in stages, just as in the story of Joseph’s descent, which progressed in
stages: He was first brought down to Egypt, and then thrown into the prison pit, and his
freedom was also in stages: he was removed from the pit, then appointed to high office
until he became ruler over Egypt, and “Without you, no one may lift his hand or foot.”
And this wasn’t complete freedom either: The Egyptians later “forgot Joseph,” and they
enslaved the Jewish people.

True, it began softly, but it led to complete slave labor.

All these stages correspond to the daily spiritual journey of the Jew: At the start of each
day, we must keep in mind that soon, during prayers, we will mention the Exodus, and
personally re-experience the Exodus once again.
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However, at first we suffice with reciting Modeh Ani, for we are still impure, and cannot
yet pray and recite God’s name. Then we begin to climb the rungs of prayer.

The Previous Rebbe explained that the lowest rung is “underground”: referring to the
impure state when one is forbidden to pray.

Although a Jew always contains a holy soul, a part of God Himself, and God just returned
that soul to him when he awoke, he is still, albeit superficially, impure.

The next stage, once we become pure, is the beginning of prayer, the expression of
simple gratitude.

Then we climb the rungs, level after level, until we reach “its head in the heavens.” Each
successive level includes a new set of limitations, and we must work to overcome them
as well, and be victorious.

And that gives us the power to continue onward, so that in the higher level which we
attained we will recognize that that, too is limited; the Jew’s very essence is being
suppressed, because our mission is to cause our Godly soul to be fully obvious and to
cede control of our thoughts, speech and actions, and serve God with all our “heart, soul
and might.” So at each step of the Exodus we must remember that we are in the midst
of a continuous journey; In our next spiritual gain, we must reach a point where the new
level feels like a new boundary and limitation, and we’ll need to leave Egypt again.

As each day turns to night, and each night turns to day — day and night represents a
spiritual change, as Tanya explains in Chinuch Katan.

Darkness doesn’t represent a setback; it is a higher form of spirituality, which gives one
the power to recognize the potential in lower, less spiritual places, which we previously
viewed only as darkness.

So, because “We were created only to serve God,” and even according to the version:
“We were created to serve God,” at every moment of one’s life, he must stand ready to
serve God and reach for the highest spiritual levels, beyond any limitations, even
spiritual limitations.

Every single “day,” every time we reach a new stage in spiritual “light,” we must leave
our previous boundaries and limitations, and then “You will remember the Exodus all
the days of your life”: In everything one does, he should remember that his newest level
of serving God is still a limitation, from which he must exit.

The constant mention will inspire us to act: By mentioning the Exodus again the
following night, we will be inspired to leave our boundaries once again.
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But how can we break free of our limitations; our Sages say “A prisoner cannot free
himself”? The answer lies in the verse: “Elokim—God of Hosts, return us and shine Your
countenance, and we shall be saved.” We must remember that even while imprisoned
in our limitations, while we are in a “deep pit,” where nature seems dominant and
Godliness is concealed as expressed in the word Elokim, nevertheless, God is the source
of our life and our sustenance.

The verse calls God “God of Hosts—Elokim Tzeva’ot”; “Tzeva’ot” is one of God’s holy
names, and it means: “He is unigue among the numerous,” meaning, that every Jew has
a unique relationship with God.

In more general Kabbalistic terminology, the source of a Jew is from the letter Hei in
Havayeh, and in essence, from the words “l am the Lord your God,” from the entire
word Havayeh.

So although at times the relationship is concealed, God always “returns us” — He first
reaches out, and through this connection, we are freed from imprisonment, and then
we “see God’s countenance” and are “saved.” Now, the last verse of this Psalm adds:
“Lord—Havaye God of Hosts, return us; shine Your countenance, and we shall be saved.”
And it doesn’t separate the sentences by saying “and shine Your countenance.” In the
first verse, when we ask “God of Hosts, return us,” there are phases: While imprisoned
in a spiritual pit, God “returns us,” meaning, He plants the initial seed for return.

There’s a “turn,” but the person doesn’t necessarily feel it yet. The next step actually
impacts the person; it’s not merely a far-off echo anymore.

God “shines His countenance,” and it affects one’s thought, speech and actions, until
“we will be saved.” However, the level expressed at the end of the Psalm is similar to
our prayer: “May my recital be acceptable before You, Lord, my Rock and my
Redeemer,” as we always state before reciting Psalms.

On this level, God’s name “Havaye—Lord” is revealed, and that affects the person in a
more direct way. God’s inspiration to “return” isn’t apart from “shining His
countenance”; God inspires us to return by shining His countenance.

And because of this higher revelation we can achieve a much higher level of Teshuvah.

And from the efforts of our daily Exodus, twice each day, whether we are in a state of
day or of night — both periods are essential, as we explained in the previous discourse,
the pull to Godliness, as well as the return to the physical which are represented by
“night” and “day” — this hastens the ultimate and eternal “return,” the true and
complete redemption, for all eternity, and the building of the Holy Temple, the Eternal
Temple.
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May it be speedily in our days, — a genuine freedom through our righteous Moshiach,
who will come and lead us to our Holy Land.

May it be very soon, with the true and complete redemption, when “we will partake in
the Passover offerings.”



Importance of the Jewish
family
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Coming from 10 Nissan, when the
miracles relating to each household
buying a sheep occurred, the
importance of the Jewish family unit is
stressed. The korban pesach must be
consumed in one house, at the seder.
Immediately after beginning with
inviting the poor to join, we hear the
children ask. Only after that do we
recall the enslavement, (the purpose of
which was the ensuing redemption).

And all the nations shall

consent
|2:50

Today is 11 nissan, on which Nosi
Livnei Osher brought the offering. His
was permeated with the concept of
D'ian 72 DN NNl This means that the
nations agree with G-d’s choosing of
the Yidden, to the extent that they
assist us, as it will be in the times of
Moshiach. They assist each Jew with
leaving even the minutest exile.

The Mivtzoim
|8:30

Now is the time to remind about
Mivtza Pesach: that every Jew,
especially servicemen, hospitalized
and incarcerated should be cared for
in all their Pesach needs.

And one mivtza leads to another, that
G-d should gather those who are
behind the iron curtain, with all the
hardships they have.

This leads wus to Mivtza Ahavas
Yisroel, Mivtza Chinuch, and then
Mivtza 'Torah, Tefillin (which are
connected to yetzias mitzrayim),
Mezuzah (which signifies the world
being G-d’s), Tzedakah (which is the
reason for golus), Bayis Molei Seforim
- Yavneh Vachachomeha, and the three
connected with women: Neiros
Shabbos and Yomtov, Kashrus, and
Taharas Hamishpacha. May these
Mivtzas lead to G-d’s Mivtza of
gathering every Jew.

As we constantly grow in holiness,
following “L’Chaim,” a new initiative
will be announced...




Important Reminders

The Ten Mitzvah Campaigns

We now stand several days before Passover, and as we discussed at earlier gatherings,
especially since Purim, “thirty days before the festival,” and even more so, since Rosh
Chodesh Nissan, “as the festival approaches.” According to Rabbi Shimon Ben Gamliel,
preparations begin two weeks before the festival, and even more so, after the tenth of
the month, which fell out on Tuesday, “When God said twice ‘It was good.”” It marks the
day when “God struck Egypt through their firstborn”: A great miracle took place when
on the tenth of the month, Egypt’s firstborns rebelled, and on the same day another
miracle took place: The Jews rejected idol worship, and brought Egypt’s deity as an
offering for God.

This Passover offering emphasizes the importance of family: There’s something unique
about the Passover offering; it must be eaten “in one house,” “as a group.” On a similar
note, in our day, at the start of the holiday, when a Jew arrives home from synagogue,
when it is the time, as the Arizal writes, to read the Haggadah out loud at the Seder, we
begin with a statement of love: “Anyone who is hungry or in need” is publicly invited to
partake in the Seder.

Then, we focus on Jewish youth: the children ask the Four Questions.

And only then do we read “We were slaves,” and focus on our bondage in Egypt, which
preceded the Exodus.

The entire reason we were enslaved in Egypt, was, as explained earlier, “for the sake of
ascent.” In order for God to take us out of Egypt — God couldn’t show the intense
expression of love, that of the Exodus, without the experience of the bondage and the
slavery in Egypt. When we descend for the sake of ascent, it means that the entire
experience of the descent is to lead to the forthcoming ascent.
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On this note, there is an appropriate mention: Today was the tenth day of Nissan, and
this evening we enter the eleventh day of Nissan, when we mark the inaugural offerings
of the tribe of Asher.

The Midrash relates that each Nasi offered all his inaugural sacrifices with a theme
unique to his tribe.

Asher’s theme was, “V’Ishru, All nations shall praise you”: The fact that God chose the
Jewish nation as His people, the Midrash explains, and even the non-Jews will extol the
Jewish people.

The name Asher connoted this concept: V’Ishru.

There is an important point being added here: In addition to the fact that God chose the
Jewish people from among all the nations, this verse adds that the nations themselves
will affirm it, and they will even praise the decision.

Just as it is said regarding the final Redemption, may it come very soon, that kings and
princesses will be the servants and wet-nurses of every single Jew.

In other words, not merely an acknowledgement; but affirmation and praise, and they
will bring the Jewish people “as a tribute, in a pure vessel to the House of God,” and
they will help every single Jew leave his exile and bondage.

Even if one individual’s exile is only a mild one, for he already has the upper hand over
his limitations, and “there is illumination in their dwellings” — nevertheless, for a soul, a
part of God Himself, there is no greater descent and exile than being separated from his
source, from God.

Even when physically alive, he wants to unite with God, in a revealed, physical sense, as
expressed in the Holy Land, which “God’s eyes are upon, from the beginning to the end
of the year.” This is also the appropriate time and place, in this sacred place, and in the
presence of many Jews, to again mention and encourage the Passover Campaign —
Passover charity, and the Passover Campaign in general.

In the words of the Hagaddah, “Whoever is hungry should come eat, whoever needs,
should come offer the Passover Lamb.” For those who are spiritually needy, and of
course, for those who are physically needy.

We must put in special effort for those in unique situations: Whether individuals in
hospitals, or in the military, where the soldiers are far from their normal comfort zone.

And likewise, for those who are in prison, as we’ve discussed many times, including this
year.
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One campaign leads to the next: If we are already discussing the campaigns, let us
mention the campaign which is God’s obligation: To collect each and every Jew.

Starting with those who, compared to us, are stranded in a pit: The Jews behind the Iron
Curtain, who suffer hardships far worse than anything we experience here in the free
countries with regard to the study of Torah and fulfillment of mitzvot, which are “our
life and the length of our days.” God’s campaign also relates to our own campaigns:
Beginning with the Ahavat Yisrael Campaign, the foundation for the Seder’s call “Anyone
who is hungry or in need.” Also the Education Campaign, which, as discussed earlier, is a
vital component of a child’s upbringing, “kids will mature into goats,” only with the
proper education.

God too, educates the Jewish people, through giving us the Torah and its mitzvot; and
this all began on Rosh Chodesh Nissan, when He said, “This month will be the head of
months.” This was the very first commandment given by God through Moses and Aaron,
to every single Jew, until the end of time.

And it was given in a mode of redemption, in the spirit of the times when it was given,
so that we could fulfill them in a spirit of freedom and redemption, uninhibited by any
restrictions or limitations, “with our entire heart, soul and might.” The above-mentioned
general Mitzvah campaigns, branch out into more specific Mitzvah campaigns: The
Torah Study Campaign and the Tefillin Campaign — the verse states regarding Tefillin:
“So that God’s Torah be in your mouth, for with a mighty hand God took you out of
Egypt,” Tefillin is related to the Exodus.

And since “the entire Torah is compared to Tefillin,” we are told that most mitzvot are
“A remembrance for the Exodus.” Especially as we discussed in the discourse, based on
the discourses of the previous Rebbes based on a chapter in Tanya, that the Exodus
from Egypt is a daily task for every single person, and in fact, it is twice every day, in
accordance with the changes a person undergoes: Sometimes he turns from night to
day, while sometimes from day he turns to night.

There is also the Mezuzah Campaign, through which we declare “on our homes and our
gates,” that the entire world belongs to God.

The Charity Campaign: Our Sages say, “God charitably spread Jews among all the
nations.” The fact that we are dispersed isn’t a blessing in itself; our dispersion is a
punishment and a terrible calamity. But when we search for meaning within it, we’ll find
that it’s “for the sake of ascent”: The only way God could show us the love and affection
of the Exodus from Egypt is through our first experiencing the enslavement of Egypt.

The enslavement too, was by God’s decree, as Torah says quite plainly, and as explained
in the Talmud and in Jewish Law.
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Then we have the Jewish Book Campaign, “Yavneh and its Sages,” which represents the
breadth and depth of the Oral Law.

In fact, when the Jewish leadership was exiled to Yavneh, they blew Shofar on Shabbat,
just as they would have in the Holy Temple in Jerusalem, as the Mishna and Jewish Law
explain.

There are the campaigns especially important for the “righteous women,” the Jewish
women of our generation, as the Arizal explains, who are likened to the righteous
women of the Exodus, who successfully raised children called “God’s Army,” who were
first to recognize God at the Red Sea.

Those campaigns are divided into three: The Shabbat and Holiday Candles Campaign,
especially relevant for the upcoming Passover which follows Shabbat, when we light
Shabbat candles three nights consecutively, followed by the holiday candles, and later,
the candles of the last days.

Kindling these lights is a good beginning for all the Shabbats and holidays until the end
of time, for their Mazal to shine.

There is also the Kosher Food Campaign, and the Family Purity Campaign which hastens
the time when God “will sprinkle water on you, and purify you.” “Fortunate are you,
Ashreichem,” — similar to the name Asher — “Before whom are you purified, and who
purifies you? Our Father in Heaven, as it is said, ‘The Mikvah of Israel is God,” ‘I will
sprinkle water on you,”” as the Mishna discusses at length, and as explained in the
discourse based on these words, according to all levels of Torah’s interpretation.

May it be God’s will, that the outcome of all these campaigns should be, speedily in our
times, the fulfillment of God’s campaign, to collect and redeem every single Jew, “with
our young and old, our sons and daughters.” We spoke earlier about constantly growing
in holy matters: After a break to say I’chaim happily, with joyous song, we will announce
a new initiative... I’'m not “issuing a new decree” God forbid; rather, a suggestion and
request, as | will explain.

May it be with joy and gladness.

L’chaim.



"Tzivos Hashem - united we stand
|7:00

Tzivos Hashem unites all Jewish children
with G-d, through which they are united with
one another, creating a formidable army. As
one of the harbingers of Moshiach is 1% 2'wi)
0172 ("7') 7y niax, the youth inspire their parents
to grow, for the youth are the lifeforce of the
army.

And being under the same banner, with the
same leader, unites them. For although they
may be distant from one another, of a different
societal standing etc., their mission is the
same: spreading Yiddishkeit until it reaches
the whole world. And this they perform with
the trademark innocence of children. And
when they realize that the Commander-In -
Chief'is right there beside them, and especially
through giving tzedakah through which one
‘takes’ G-d, they won’t be scared or taken
aback by any scoffers.

And also when they must go and influence
those around them, they have uniformly
colored attire, slogans, and a universal badge
to show.

A brand new campaign
|4:45

To accomplish true unity, however, we take
lesson from matan torah, when this objective
was first achieved. What was clearly given
then was the written torah, (torah sheb’al peh
was revealed throughout generations), and
this, torah shebichsav, is something which the
eyes of even a child, who may be unfamiliar
with his rich potential and heritage, can see.

On that note, I recommend a completely new
mivtza: to write a sefer torah exclusively for
Tzivos Hashem. Each child should buy a letter
for a uniform price of one US dollar, of their
own money.

This Torah will be written with the goodwill of
all those present, but its letters are reserved for
the children. And when completed, the many
letters and books will comprise ‘one Torah.’

'The details of writing the Torah
18:00

To express this theme of unity, the Torah will
be written in the special land of Eretz Yisrael,
in the holy city which was not divided among
the tribes, and unifies all Jews, Yerushalayim.

If halachically necessary, exceptions will be
made for ten grown men (including the sofer
and those involved in the project) to own a
letter. Conducting the arrangements will be
our Beis Din in Eretz Yisrael, most
importantly: this shall be domne with the
highest halachic standards, and as fast as
possible. They should already start finding the
sofer, the best parchment, ink ete. this
Wednesday.

All those currently in Tzivos Hashem, as well
as those who will join, will definitely pay a
dollar - which may be paid in instalments - for
a letter in this Torah.

This all is especially significant as we are
discussing this in a holy place, at an
auspicious gathering, in a Hakhel year, and in
the month of Nissan, (which has two ‘nun’s,
signifying great miracles). May this be done in
a miraculous way, albeit written with a
physical hand on physical paper ete.

Obviously those turning bar/bas mitzvah on
12 Nissan should sieze the opportunity while
still eligible, for after they become adults, they
will have to join a Torah written for adults.
This, on the contrary, is a 'Torah for
‘untainted’ children, written in the Holy City
of Yerushalayim.

May we soon merit to hear Torah from
Moshiach, and arriving in Eretz Yisroel we
will immediately begin preparing for the
Hakhel year, starting with gathering at the
third Beis Hamikdosh. May it be Hashem’s
will that the above proceed in a joyous fashion,
may we all be unified young and old, and
together greet Moshiach.
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The Children’s Torah

Announcing A New Initiative

These last months, we’ve been speaking with lots of publicity and fanfare about Tzivos
Hashem — God’s Army.

We’'ve been mobilizing Jewish children, boys and girls, “untainted by sin,” as they are
not yet Bar or Bat Mitzvah to unite with God, and thereby unite with one another, and
to collectively become Tzivos Hashem, “God’s Army.” The name of the group is based
on, and similar to, the verses regarding the Exodus: When the Exodus occurred, God
took out the Jewish legions, the “Tzivos Yisrael” similar to the term Tzivos Hashem.

As the verse says, “God took them out in their legions—al tzivosam.” And then the Jews
were given the name “Tzivos Hashem.” Now, the children “were first to recognize God.”
Therefore, the Prophet says, during this final Exile, in the last moments “before the
coming of the great day of the Lord,” when Elijah the Prophet will return to “turn the
hearts of parents back with their children.” Rashi interprets this to mean “through the
children.” No matter how connected the parents are to God, they will progress and
“grow in holiness” through the inspiration of their sons and daughters.

For this reason, the Tzivos Hashem initiative involves adults as well, but it is through the
children; who, in turn, inspire their parents to grow in their own Tzivos Hashem.

We see in a regular army, there are many ranks and tasks. There are those who lead,
and those who enliven, inspire, and bring excitement to the unit. Within each unit, there
are those more qualified for the job, and they are appointed to the task. Here, those
who are “untainted by sin,” the Prophet says, are better suited to inspire their parents.

And when children identify under one name, it unites them, even if they live far from
each other, and even if, due to their upbringing or other reasons, they are distant from
each other in their level of serving God, in Torah study or fulfillment of the mitzvot, and
also if they are apart by Torah’s distinctions: One comes from a family of Kohens,
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another from a family of Levites, and third from a family of Israelites, and a fourth child
may be a convert.

They can all unite under the banner of Tzivos Hashem, whose goal is unanimous: to
spread Judaism for yourself, in your home, and throughout your surroundings, until you
illuminate the entire world.

And to do so with the innocence that is natural to a child, without any personal agendas
— children are sincere; and to do so proudly, without fearing any naysayers.

When you are in God’s Army, He is together with you.

We often discussed how in a regular army, the Commander-in-Chief is located in one
place while the soldiers are spread out in other locations. God, however, “fills the entire
world with His presence,” and especially regarding Jewish people — every Jew has a
“part of God within him,” this is his identity. God is his soul, his essence.

All the more so, when — as we will explain — a Jew subscribes to donate his money to
charity, and when he does so, he is giving directly to God; as the verse says, “Take for
Me a donation.” When we donate to a holy cause, we are giving directly to God. And the
words of the verse are not “Give Me,” rather “Take for Me,” which means “You are
taking Me,” meaning, we “take” God Himself, and become one with Him.

In that case, there is no reason to be ashamed or fear anyone; we are no longer “spread
out and dispersed” — we are all linked by our common allegiance to the same
Commander in Chief, who is called, as we quoted earlier from this year’s Psalm, Elokim
Tzva’os and Havayeh Elokim Tzeva’os — we become one with God.

Now, this concept must be translated into a tangible, physical program, for the whole
idea is to influence other Jewish children who, for whatever reason, don’t yet know that
they are God’s chosen people. To promote this unity, | suggested that more unifying
elements should be included in the program; be it a similar uniform, or a similar
emblem, etc.

The different countries have slight variations, but they generally have common
elements in design, the emblems on the uniforms, or the uniforms themselves, as is
well-known.

Now, to achieve true unity, we must take an example from the Jews leaving Egypt; they
were “as one man, with one heart,” because they were “facing the mountain” — united
by Torah and mitzvot, and by the unifying experience of receiving the Torah, “Moses
received the Torah at Sinai.” In order to bring this into practical reality today, so that
even a child — who is part of God’s chosen people but doesn’t know it yet — can
appreciate it, words themselves not sufficing. He needs to see something tangible, and
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the Torah came as a complete, tangible unity. At Mount Sinai, the entire Five Books of
the Torah were given, as one, at Sinai.

The Talmud and law, on the other hand, which translate the Written Torah into action,
came later, throughout the generations that followed.

Its foundation was laid at Mount Sinai, including the parts that “a seasoned scholar will
discover in the future.” But when did these teachings become revealed? Only later,
when these “seasoned scholars” were born, studied Torah, and reached the level where
they could make these discoveries.

Not so with the Written Torah.

Therefore, the way to unite “as one man, with one heart,” in a way that is visible even to
the eyes of a small child, who lacks the awareness that he was chosen by God and
belongs to the people whose inheritance is Torah — is through the Written Torah.

Therefore | am suggesting an entirely new campaign: To write a Torah scroll, with the
letters reserved exclusively for Tzivos Hashem, boys and girls before the ages of Bar and
Bat Mitzvah.

Each child should own a letter.

In order for it not be “the bread of shame,” the child should purchase it, so that it will be
his completely. Every child should give an equal amount, and since this suggestion is
coming from the United States, each should give one dollar.

A child that doesn’t have this amount of his own money will be allowed to purchase a
letter and pay it out over the duration of the writing of the Torah Scroll.

As mentioned, the Torah will be written for all those present, and surely with their full
consent and goodwill. However, the letters in this Torah are reserved exclusively for
boys and girls before the age of Bar and Bat Mitzvah.

When the scroll will be completed, it will be a single, unified, Torah scroll.

Not five books; it’'s one Torah, which includes seven parts, five books, and so many
letters, but it is a single Torah, where all these elements are brought together as one.

There is a well-known teaching of the Rogatchover Goan: From the first letter of
Bereishis, Bet, through its final letter, Lamed which, together, spell “lev—heart,” all of
Torah is considered one word.

It is a basic premise in Jewish law, that a kosher Torah must have a set number of
letters, crowns, etc; only then does it become one unit — one Torah.
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In order to express the theme of unity even further, the Torah should be written in a
special land, one which stands out from among all the lands on earth, the Holy Land,
“Which God’s eyes rest upon from the beginning to the end of the year.” Now, the land
has many regions, “it lacks nothing”; it is a “land of mountains and valleys,” and so on.

But in the Land of Israel there is one place that “was not divided among the tribes,” it
unites them all, “a city joined within itself.” It brings together all Jews, and unites all
aspects of the Land of Israel — Jerusalem, the Holy City.

If the rabbis will rule that at least ten adults must participate, we will make an exception
for the scribe who will write the Torah as well as for those who will be chosen to
organize the initiative, to supervise the scribe, to collect the money to deal with the
scribe and so on.

This project will be entrusted to my representatives, the Chabad rabbinical court in the
Holy Land, together with their secretary, for them to organize the project: Find a scribe,
hire him, and make all the necessary arrangements.

The main thing is to ensure that the work is of the highest standard and that it be done
speedily and with great enthusiasm.

It should be completed as soon as possible, not at the expense of the quality of the
work, God forbid, but nevertheless in the fastest way possible.

The rabbis are probably listening, or they can be informed about the initiative, so that
this very day, Wednesday, they can begin finding the appropriate scribe who could write
the Torah in Jerusalem, the Holy City, and also, depending on the local circumstances,
decide upon the appropriate parchment, ink, quills, and everything the writing entails.

And as mentioned, this should be done very quickly.

And all the children who are members of Tzivos Hashem, and especially all those who
will be attracted now, will surely look forward and be very excited to have the
opportunity to buy a letter.

The price is one dollar, and it mustn’t be paid at once like the Half Shekel.

(The Half Shekel is unique in the fact that it must be paid at once, but here the money
can be paid in installments, as long as it is the child’s money — money with which he
could have bought food, he chooses to spend on a letter in a Torah which is being
written in the Holy Land, and within the Holy City of Jerusalem, under the supervision of
rabbis, Halachic authorities in the Holy Land, who will surely ensure the quality of the
work.)
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This is all the more significant here, in a place of Torah study and prayer, a “Great place
where prayer and Torah study is cultivated,” in an auspicious time, in the presence of
many Jews, where God’s presence rests, in a Hakhel year, in the month of Nissan (the
Talmud says that when a word contains two Nuns, it is a sign of double miracles).

May this initiative be successful, and in a doubly miraculous way — although a kosher
Torah must be written physically, with physical ink and a physical quill, by a scribe who
is physically alive, and writes with his physical hand — with all the spiritual intentions,
but written with a physical hand, ink, and parchment.

To add and clarify an obvious point: There are some boys and girls who will become Bar
and Bat Mitzvah on 12 Nissan.

Those children should hurry, on the eleventh of Nissan when they aren’t yet Bar or Bat
Mitzvah, and are still “eligible,” as they say here, they can still purchase a letter in this
Torah, but after Bar Mitzvah they will need to buy a letter in a different Torah; also a
valid and kosher Torah, but one that is designated for adults.

This Torah is exclusively for Tzivos Hashem, children “untainted by sin,” to be written in
the Holy Land, in the Holy City, “where David encamped.” May we very soon merit to
study Torah from the mouth of Moshiach, from his teachings, and merit to prepare for
Hakhel — the preparations begin immediately, as the verse states: “When you enter the
Land, and the Land shall rest.” This refers to the preparation for the Sabbatical year, for
the actual Sabbatical is observed only six years later.

But as soon as we enter the Land, our minds are already focused on the Sabbatical year,
which concludes with the celebration of Hakhel.

May we already begin to gather men, women and children for the Redemption, to greet
our righteous Moshiach, for the Hakhel in the Third Holy Temple.

May it be God’s will that this all take place with joy and gladness, and “all of Israel will
camp by the mountain,” “like one man, with one heart,” children, boys and girls, with
their parents, their fathers and mothers, and grandfathers and grandmothers, older and
younger siblings, and even the fetuses in their mother’s wombs, and we will go together
to greet our righteous Moshiach, joyfully and gladly.

L’chaim.



Save your passion for holiness!
|8:00

Today’s chumash speaks of the
prohibition to offer a korban outside of
the Beis Hamikdosh.

The idea of a korban is chiefly to
sacrifice the fats and the blood.

Now, each person is G-d given these
two driving forces. The fats represent
pleasure, which has a strong effect on
a person, and is furthermore the basis

for any thought, speech or action.

Blood, the soul which circulates the
body, signifies enthusiasm and
passion, bringing a force into action.
And we are given these with a mission:
to ‘sacrifice’, utilize these powers for
service of G-d, and without delay.

The Yetzer Hora, who knows his job
all too well, may come along and
suggest: I know that mesiras nefesh is
important; you should do it with
vitality and zest! You’re so good at it,
you should try exceeding your
boundaries! Get involved in your
business, and of course the purpose
will be to give extra tzedakah...

To that the Torah tells us: be certain that
your sacrifice be inside the Holy Temple!
The worldly currents may be too strong to
withstand. Granted one must make a
living, but without any passion. It must be
the toil of one’s hands, not his head or
heart. If one has enthusiasm,

‘fats and blood’, make it a continuous
offering of self-sacrifice, but only on
the mizbeiach of holiness. And taking
a  straightforward approach to
parnassah as Torah teaches us, not
trying to outsmart himself and the
world, will produce better results as
well.

Stand up to the Yetzer Hora
while you’re ahead!
15:00

But there are those not only convinced
they will withstand the test, the
welcome it! The results of such an
approach have proven to be rather
undesirable, and as we pray at the
start of the day: “jroa 77 =axan X",
Rather, when the Yetzer Hora comes,
even suggesting the  minutest
compromise (to offer in the azarah,
Jjust not on the mizbeiach), he is trying
to gain a foothold. So one should reject
him when it’s easy, while he is still
coming as a guest. Otherwise he will
stay as an occupant, requiring much
greater effort to rid himself of him.

This all being in the Torah is an
empowerment and assurance, that we
can and will overcome any tests set our
way, and offer all our ‘fats and blood’
on G-d’s altar. Then we will have all
blessings, both material and spiritual,
in abundance, and happily we will
return to the Holy Land, together with
G-d, with the true and ultimate
redemption..
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“Fats and Blood”

Consecrating Our Inner Self

We will conclude on the topic of tonight’s Torah portion, the fourth portion of Parshat
Acharei, which discusses the prohibition to offer sacrifices outside the Temple;
slaughtering or offering sacrifices outside the Temple vicinity.

The Alter Rebbe says that we must “live with the times,” with the portion of the week,
and specifically, the daily portion.

So here is the lesson, at least in short: God gave every Jew “fat and blood.” “Fat” refers
to the nature of pleasure, which wields a great deal of influence over a person, as the
verse says, “Good tidings fatten the bone.” Even an adult, who doesn’t naturally grow,
the power of pleasure is capable, within moments, to actually fatten his physical bone.

And the second element, blood, “One’s blood is his soul,” refers to a person’s warmth
and enthusiasm.

These two elements motivate people throughout their lives; all actions, speech or
thoughts, the Mitteler Rebbe quotes the Baal Shem Tov as saying, emanate from the
sense of enjoyment a person has from that specific thing.

That refers to the element of “fat.” And there is also the element of “Blood”: Every
person has a soul which gives life and vitality to the body; that warm-blooded nature, a
person’s natural passion and enthusiasm helps bring those budding ideas into reality.

Now, the idea of a sacrifice is, as the Prophet Ezekiel said, “to offer the fat and blood.”
That is the main objective of offering a sacrifice, as explained in the Written Torah in the
prophecy of Ezekiel, the prognosticator of the Third Temple.

We too, offer sacrifices, Chasidic discourses explain by dedicating our own “fat and
blood,” our pleasures and passions, to God, because “God doesn’t create anything
without a purpose,” a Jewish person’s pleasures and passions, clearly, must be utilized
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for holy matters. In fact, we are guaranteed that “nobody will be left behind”;
ultimately, we will use these powers for Godly purposes, but we have the ability to
hasten it.

A true enthusiast will do the mitzvah today and won’t put it off until tomorrow, and
certainly not to a later date.

This is the admonition in today’s Torah portion: Be careful not to sacrifice an offering
outside the Temple.

The Evil Inclination, being shrewd and expert at its craft, can exploit a Jew’s desire to
bring an “offering,” his willingness to sacrifice of himself, exploiting the fact that the Jew
takes pleasure in the spiritual, his ability to be passionate about Godly matters.

It tells him: “I agree that, as a Jew, you must make sacrifices for Judaism.

God gave you the capacity to experience spiritual pleasure, so your sacrifices need not
be accompanied by sighs, as though you were forced, and had no choice. You should
bring your ‘fat and blood’ to the experience — take pleasure in it, be passionate and
inspired, be infused by it.” It is in total agreement.

But then it tries to add: “Perhaps you can have a passion ‘outside the Temple.” You need
not offer sacrifices to strange gods, God forbid, but why limit yourself to Torah and
Jewish law? Put yourself into other pursuits as well. Just promise God, and yourself, that
if you throw yourself fully into earning a living, then, although you need only give a
tenth to charity, you’ll go beyond the letter of the law, and give a fifth. In fact, you’ll add
another half shekel over and above the fifth, or even three half shekels!” Torah states
regarding exile: “Many waters cannot extinguish the Jew’s love for God.” “Many waters”
does not refer to struggles in earning a living.

In Temple times it was also difficult to earn a living; they were taxed even more than in
our times.

What is the exile of the “many waters”? When a Jew, whose passion should not lie in his
mundane affairs, puts all of his “fat and blood” into these pursuits.

You possess the faculties of delight and passion — fat and blood? You need to use them
to the fullest; they must inspire you to the point of self-sacrifice.

But where is their place? “In the place that God chooses,” in the holy site, the
foundation of the entire world: The Temple Mount, and the Holy Temple itself.

And more specifically, in the place where we offer sacrifices, beginning with the “Olat
Tamid—Everlasting Offering” the first offering of each day.
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Because it was “Everlasting,” the fire was never extinguished, in yeshivah parlance, it is
“a continuous effect.” The sacrifice had more than a regular impact; the fire was “never
extinguished,” there was an everlasting flame.

But where must the flame be? On God'’s Altar.

Yes, you need to earn a living in order to give charity, and you’re doing it all for the sake
of Heaven, but you can do it without drowning yourself in it. On the contrary,
experience shows that one is more successful when not preoccupied with elaborate
shenanigans and schemes, which end, God forbid, in an undesirable way.

He is so clever, that he confuses himself, confuses others, confuses the tax collector.
And then he doesn’t know what’s going on with himself or his profits... Why? Because
instead of eating “the toil of his hands,” it is the toil of his delight, the toil of his blood,
the toil of his head, and the toil of his heart, contrary to the instructions of the Torah of
Life.

Then there are those who say: “Examine me, God, and test me.” It’s a verse in Psalms.

He takes upon himself for God to test him. He’ll fully invest himself in the material, and
he’ll give charity — not a tenth, but a fifth... with an additional three half shekels, or
more.

“Examine me, God, and test me!” Sadly, we know how this turns out.

As we’ve discussed, every single day, before prayers, even before reciting the Shema, or
the Verses of Praise; we ask: “Do not bring me to a test.” This is said first thing in the
morning, before Torah study, even before the Torah study within the Morning Blessings.

This is also addressed in today’s Torah reading, which warns against bringing an offering
even inside the camp, because this is the Evil Inclination’s method: It doesn’t begin by
telling a person to worship idolatry.

Rather, it says, “Why must you offer your sacrifice on the altar? Do it within God’s camp,
but it needn’t be on the altar...” This is the craft of the Evil Inclination. It starts by
suggesting to bring an offering inside the camp, but once it has, God forbid,
accomplished this, it entices a person to bring an offering outside the camp.

Where does it end, God forbid? Bringing offerings to “the satyrs in the fields,” In the
words of the Talmud, he’ll convince you to serve idols. To ensure that you don’t fall
there, God forbid, you must reject his earliest advances.

It is much easier to withstand the earlier tests, for you have never welcomed the
“guest” into your home; if you do, he’ll soon become a resident. Don’t let him in at the
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outset. Offer your passion and pleasures on the Altar of God. We have the power to do
so, from this portion in the Torah, for the Torah’s commandments are also assurances.

When Torah commands us not to sacrifice outside the Temple, not even in the Holy
Camp, and obviously not outside the camp entirely, and that we shouldn’t serve the
idols, “the demons after which they stray,” that commandment also gives us the
strength; we are assured that “Torah is our tavlin.” Tavlin means an antidote, but also a
spice: It spices our service of God, and transforms the Evil Inclination, and we offer our
“fat and blood” as a sacrifice to God.

And when this attitude will affect our conduct and our service of God here in this exile,
we offer our “fat and blood” on God’s Altar, and everything else is done only half-
heartedly, we will merit success in everything, in children, good health, abundant
sustenance — all of these in abundance; abundance in our physical lives and our spiritual
lives, and both together, as one unit.

And with joy and gladness, we will go to greet our righteous Moshiach, emptying out
“the spoils of Egypt”: In addition to our own “fat and blood,” we will bring along all of
the holy sparks in the world, and with a “large multitude we will return,” speedily in our
day, when “God will return with the exiles.” It doesn’t say “He’ll bring them back”; it
says, “He’ll return with them,” God will accompany every single Jew, to our Holy Land,
speedily in our day, with the true and ultimate redemption.

L’chaim.

The preparatory nigun, followed by the Alter Rebbe’s nigun.



For All Jewish Children

A Clarification

There is a point which is obvious, but we will articulate it for extra clarity: We spoke
earlier about the Torah for children; it isn’t only for children enlisted in Tzivos Hashem.
Any Jewish child can buy a letter in the Torah, if he wishes to do so, and if the letters in
one Torah will be bought up, a second Torah will be written.

The main thing is that it should include the entire Tzivos Hashem, all Jewish children,
whether boys or girls, and they will go very soon, together with the Torah scrolls, and
even earlier, before the Torahs are completed, to greet our righteous Moshiach, with
joy and gladness.

And we will leave this Exile, in the words of the verse, “With joy shall you go forth, and
with peace shall you be brought.” With joy shall you go forth, and with peace shall you
be brought....
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